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Founded on our agricultural experience and expertise, Canada has the opportunity to take a 
leading role in improving the lives of the poorest and most vulnerable, wherever they are, 
and driving achievement of a significant number 
of the goals outlined in the UN’s 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.  
 
Many of the challenges developing countries face can be 

addressed with appropriate investments in small-scale farming: 

empowerment of women, sustainable economic growth, 

adaptation to climate change and improvements in health. In 

many ways, Canada is the natural choice to lead these 

investments.  

 

Canada has a diverse and innovative farm sector that has 

successfully overcome a harsh climate to become an agricultural 

powerhouse. This includes sectors such as grain, oilseeds and 

livestock with huge export sales. It also includes lesser-known 

success stories based on innovative practices such as community 

supported agriculture, where farmers partner directly with 

urban consumers to grow high-quality local food. Other areas 

where Canada’s unique expertise may have global relevance 

include crop breeding, agricultural co-operatives, conservation 

farming and horticultural production in protected structures.     

Aline Zongo (right), a rural economist from Burkina Faso, 
is looking for models that can enable farmers to make a 
good living on small plots of land, and one of the best 
examples she’s found so far is in Canada. With support 
from Inter Pares, Aline came to Canada in 2015 and 
visited La Grelinette, an organic farm that feeds 250 
families and provides a profitable livelihood for a family 
of four on only 1.5 acres of land.  

     REACHING OUT 
Why Canada is well-positioned to invest in  
smallholder agriculture in developing countries 

The Government of Canada-funded Market-Led Improved Livelihoods in Eastern Amhara Region project 
(Ethiopia) is increasing agricultural productivity and improving livelihoods for 40,000 smallholder farmers, 
delivered through an alliance between Canadian Feed The Children and local partners in Ethiopia.  

http://www.aid4ag.ca/


Sources: Growing Nutrition: How investing in agricultural development can improve nutrition (Canadian Foodgrains Bank), Inter Pares, Canadian Feed 
The Children 

Globally-connected universities, research centres and development organizations 
Canada has universities with expertise in global agriculture, drawing students from around the world, conducting research in 
many countries, and sending graduates far and wide. Together with IDRC (International Development Research Centre), 

these universities have built Canada’s reputation for strong research and 
problem-solving capacity in agriculture. We have excelled at cross-sectoral 
research that has brought together diverse disciplines to solve real-world 
problems.  
 
In addition to universities, many Canadian organizations, including 
volunteer-sending organizations, are engaged in agricultural development 
work overseas. Their work contributes to Canada’s social capital 
throughout the world, enhancing our reputation and influence.   
 

Global prosperity and security depend on food security 
Chronic poverty and loss of livelihoods due to climate change can be 
triggers for social unrest and amplify risk in already-fragile situations. In 
contrast, investments in farming can lead to improved livelihoods with far-
reaching benefits: prosperity, peace and stability locally, and reduced 
likelihood of disease, refugees and conflict moving across international 
borders.      

 

Agriculture will enable African countries to grow 
A strong focus on agriculture would be an excellent way for Canada to demonstrate alignment with the development 
priorities identified by African countries. In recognition of agriculture’s unique role in job creation, environmental 
conservation and poverty reduction, African Union leaders launched the “Seize the Moment” campaign in 2016 to 
encourage national governments and development partners to invest in agriculture to “secure Africa’s rise through 
agricultural transformation.” 
    

Private investment builds on a foundation of public investment 
Investments in international agricultural development could lead to business and trade benefits for Canada. With public 
investment in improved infrastructure in place, private investment by 
Canadian companies would follow. Enhanced prosperity in developing 
countries would help create markets for Canadian goods and services.    
 
A signature investment in agriculture has the potential to engage a broad 
range of Canadians, many of whom have already expressed support for the 
Aid4Ag initiative. More than 35 leading international development 
organizations and 10 prominent academics have joined together to urge the 
Canadian government to invest $2.5 billion in agricultural development over 
the next five years as part of a growing aid budget. This would demonstrate 
Canada’s leadership in meeting several of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, and would also deliver short and long-term benefits for Canadians. 
  

Learn more at aid4ag.ca. 
 

Supported by IDRC (International Development Research Centre), researchers from 
the University of Saskatchewan and the University of Hawassa (Ethiopia) are 
working to improve family nutrition, livelihoods and soils. Drawing on Canada’s 
use of chickpeas on crop rotations and our strong crop breeding programs, 
researchers developed varieties of chickpeas with more iron and zinc – nutrients 
often deficient in Ethiopian diets. The chickpeas have helped farmers improve their 
soils and their income, and provided more nutritious food for children.   

IN MANY WAYS, CANADA IS 
THE NATURAL CHOICE TO 
LEAD INVESTMENTS IN 
SMALL-SCALE FARMING THAT 
WILL EMPOWER WOMEN, 
CREATE SUSTAINABLE 
ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND 
HELP COMMUNITIES 
AROUND THE WORLD ADAPT 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE. 

http://aid4ag.ca/

